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Martin Charlton 
 

As many of you may be aware, Martin Charlton recently 
passed away after a short period of illness. Martin’s career 
began with the development of models and techniques in 
town planning and then spanned the (geo)computational 
revolution of the late 1980s that resulted in the everyday 
use of computer programming for statistical analyses in 
Geography. His research underpinned many of the 
methodological innovations that are now central to the 
practice of quantitative geography and applications to 
urban planning: geodemographic classifications of census 

small area data, studies on the effect of scale in geographical data analysis, strategies for interpreting 
multiple spatial hypothesis tests, the Geographical Analysis Machine and of course the Geographically 
Weighted framework, including GWR of which he was a pioneer.  In many cases, this led to the creation 
of bespoke geographic information mapping and analysis software. Typically, Martin was responsible for 
the initial coding and implementation of algorithms to undertake these operations, which were later 
developed by colleagues and others into standalone software tools and open source packages.  
 
In celebration of Martin’s life and work, a Special Session has been arranged at this year’s European 
Colloquium on Theoretical and Quantitative Geography (ECQTG), leading to a Special Issue in an 
appropriate journal. Submissions are invited on topics that have some link to Martin’s work, either 
directly through one of the analytical techniques that he was involved in developing, or through the 
many application areas he worked in.  
 

Submission Details 
Extended Abstracts, max 1500 words, to be submitted by deadline 10 September 2021 as a standard 
ECQTG abstract (see https://ectqg2021.wordpress.com/92-2/). Submissions should indicate that the 
abstract is to be considered for the Special Session.   
 
Chris Brunsdon, Maynooth University, christopher.brunsdon@mu.ie  
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Paul Harris, Rothamsted Research, paul.harris@rothamsted.ac.uk  
Richard Kingston, University of Manchester, richard.kingston@manchester.ac.uk 
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