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Brief description

As the upsurge of recent publications in the subject area attests, it is becoming increasingly hard
to understand today’s urban structures through the lens of conventional spatial and temporal scales.
Due to dynamical interactions and complex interdependencies between spatial, social, infrastructural
and economic dimensions, traditional geographical but also disciplinary boundaries to explain urban
phenomena are dissipating. Therefore, it comes as no surprise that scales have been at the very core of
complexity science for cities since its conception and they are believed to be the cornerstone towards
progresses in our understanding of how urban settlements evolve and organize spatially.

In this context, we invite contributions with novel methods and innovative tools that aim at com-
prehensive quantitative analysis and modeling of multiple spatial and/or temporal scales in inter- and
intra-city systems alike, or that permit a better understanding of how such scales determine the form,
organization and dynamics of urban structures and indicators. Thus, we are interested in both the
discussion of underlying mechanisms and in the description of the multiscale phenomena that arise
as a result, whilst contributions that foresee to connect the two are warmly welcome. Moreover, our
perception of how interwoven scales and their respective processes of differing pace and structure affect
the medium- and long-term evolution of cities is still limited and the main question of how they could
be harnessed for propagating more sustainable development tendencies remains largely unanswered.
Therefore, models of one or more urban subsystems (e.g. population, land use, transport, labour mar-
ket, housing market) that aim at an effective integration of various spatiotemporal scales to address
these questions are highly appreciated. Consonantly, so are abstracts that adopt a multiscalar analytic
framework for entangling the social, demographic or economic context of contemporary urban settings
and/or that are concerned with how planning and management strategies must adapt accordingly. We
also invite contributions that specifically apply scales to address the intracity as well as within region
heterogeneity of urban systems, that deploy novel numerical and statistical descriptions and whose
methodology fundamentally transcends disciplinary boundaries.
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